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Statement Congratulating South
Korean President Kim Dae-jung on
Winning Nobel Peace Prize

October 13, 2000

I congratulate President Kim Dae-jung on
his selection as the winner of this year’s
Nobel Peace Prize. I can think of few leaders
who have done so much over so many years
to earn this honor. It is a fitting tribute to
his courage in promoting peace and rec-
onciliation on the Korean Peninsula and to
his lifelong dedication to the principle that
peace depends on respect for human rights.

This Prize not only celebrates what Presi-
dent Kim has accomplished; it inspires those
of us who cherish peace and freedom to help
him realize his vision. Since his historic sum-
mit with Chairman Kim Chong-il, prospects
for a better future on the Korean Peninsula
have risen greatly. The American people will
stand with the people of Korea until the sun-
shine of peace and freedom illuminates the
entire Korean Peninsula.

Statement on Action To Support the
Third Generation of Wireless
Technology

October 13, 2000

Today I am pleased to sign an executive
memorandum that will help ensure that
America maintains its leadership in two of
the most important technologies driving the
U.S. economy—wireless telecommunications
and the Internet. I am directing Federal
agencies to work with the Federal Commu-
nications Commission and the private sector
to identify the radio spectrum needed for the
“third generation” of wireless technology.
These so-called 3G systems will allow Ameri-
cans to have mobile, high-speed access to the
Internet and new telecommunications serv-
ices anytime, anywhere.

My administration is committed to
strengthening U.S. leadership in the informa-
tion and communications industry. Over the
last 5 years, the information technology sec-
tor has accounted for nearly one-third of U.S.
economic growth and has generated jobs that
pay 85 percent more than the private sector
average. The action I am taking today will
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help U.S. high-tech entrepreneurs compete
and win in the global marketplace. It also
will allow consumers to enjoy a wide range
of new wireless tools and technologies, such
as handheld devices that combine services
like a phone, a computer, a pager, a radio,
a customized newspaper, a GPS locator, and
a credit card.

I am confident that Federal agencies,
working with the private sector, can develop
a plan for identifying the spectrum that will
meet the needs of the wireless industry and
is fully consistent with national security and
public safety concerns. As made clear in a
report released today by my Council of Eco-
nomic Advisers, time is of the essence. If the
United States does not move quickly to allo-
cate this spectrum, there is a danger that the
U.S. could lose market share in the industries
of the 21st century. If we do this right, it
will help ensure continued economic growth,
the creation of new high-tech jobs, and the
creation of exciting new Internet and tele-
communications services.

Memorandum on Advanced Mobile
Communications/Third Generation
Wireless Systems

October 13, 2000

Memorandum for the Heads of Executive
Departments and Agencies

Subject: Advanced Mobile Communications/
Third Generation Wireless Systems

The United States and the rest of the
world are on the verge of a new generation
of personal mobile communications, as wire-
less phones become portable high-speed
Internet connections. The United States
Government must move quickly and pur-
posefully so that consumers, industry, and
Government agencies all reap the benefits
of this third generation of wireless products
and services.

In less than 20 years, the U.S. wireless in-
dustry has blossomed from virtually nothing
to one with 100 million subscribers, and it
continues to grow at a rate of 25 to 30 per-
cent annually. Globally, there are over 470
million wireless subscribers, a number ex-
pected to grow to approximately 1.3 billion
within the next 5 years. It is an industry in



